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    ABSTRACT
A key mutational process in cancer is structural variation, in which rearrangements delete, amplify or reorder genomic segments ranging in size from kilobases to whole chromosomes. We developed methods to group, classify and describe structural variants, applied to >2,500 cancer genomes. Nine signatures of structural variation emerged. Deletions have trimodal size distribution; assort unevenly across tumour types and patients; enrich in late-replicating regions; and correlate with inversions. Tandem duplications also have trimodal size distribution, but enrich in early-replicating regions, as do unbalanced translocations. Replication-based mechanisms of rearrangement generate varied chromosomal structures with low-level copy number gains and frequent inverted rearrangements. One prominent structure consists of 1-7 templates copied from distinct regions of the genome strung together within one locus. Such ‘cycles of templated insertions’ correlate with tandem duplications, frequently activating the telomerase gene, TERT, in liver cancer. Cancers access many rearrangement processes, flexibly sculpting the genome to maximise oncogenic potential.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. All rights reserved. No reuse allowed without permission.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted August 27, 2017.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Supplementary Material 
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Patterns of structural variation in human cancer



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Patterns of structural variation in human cancer
    

  
      Yilong Li, Nicola D Roberts, Joachim Weischenfeldt, Jeremiah A Wala, Ofer Shapira, Steven E. Schumacher, Ekta Khurana, Jan Korbel, Marcin Imielinski, Rameen Beroukhim, Peter J Campbell, on behalf of the PCAWG-Structural Variation Working Group, and the PCAWG Network

  
      bioRxiv 181339; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/181339 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
        
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Patterns of structural variation in human cancer
    

  
      Yilong Li, Nicola D Roberts, Joachim Weischenfeldt, Jeremiah A Wala, Ofer Shapira, Steven E. Schumacher, Ekta Khurana, Jan Korbel, Marcin Imielinski, Rameen Beroukhim, Peter J Campbell, on behalf of the PCAWG-Structural Variation Working Group, and the PCAWG Network

  
      bioRxiv 181339; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/181339 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Cancer Biology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5102)

	Biochemistry (11453)

	Bioengineering (8534)

	Bioinformatics (28614)

	Biophysics (14686)

	Cancer Biology (11801)

	Cell Biology (17009)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9239)

	Ecology (13932)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18019)

	Genetics (12072)

	Genomics (16506)

	Immunology (11603)

	Microbiology (27452)

	Molecular Biology (11279)

	Neuroscience (59608)

	Paleontology (443)

	Pathology (1838)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3159)

	Physiology (4837)

	Plant Biology (10180)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1660)

	Synthetic Biology (2822)

	Systems Biology (7251)

	Zoology (1600)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  