





    
      Skip to main content
    

        
      
    
  
    
  
        
            
              

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      	Home
	About
	Submit
	ALERTS / RSS

    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    

      
        New Results    
  
        Building a pathway for diversity in plant sciences in Argentina: highlighting the work of women scientists through virtual activities
  
      Gabriela Alejandra Auge, María José de Leone, Rocío Deanna, Sonia Oliferuk, Pamela Anahí Ribone,  View ORCID ProfileElina Welchen

  
      doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.11.27.401661 

  
  
  

Gabriela Alejandra Auge 
1CONICET - iB3, School of Exact and Natural Sciences, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
gauge@fbmc.fcen.uba.ar
gauge@fbmc.fcen.uba.ar


María José de Leone 
2Fundación Instituto Leloir, IIBBA-CONICET, Argentina, 

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
mjdeleone@leloir.org.ar


Rocío Deanna 
3University of Colorado, Boulder, United States of America, 

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
rocio.deanna@colorado.edu


Sonia Oliferuk 
4Instituto Tecnológico Chascomús (INTECH, CONICET-UNSAM), Argentina, 

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
oliferuksonia@gmail.com


Pamela Anahí Ribone 
5The Sainsbury Laboratory Cambridge University, United Kingdom, 

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
pamela.ribone@slcu.cam.ac.uk


Elina Welchen 
6Instituto de Agrobiotecnología del Litoral (CONICET-UNL) - FBCB (UNL), Argentina, 

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	ORCID record for Elina Welchen
	For correspondence: 
ewelchen@fbcb.unl.edu.ar




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Abstract
	Full Text
	Info/History
	Metrics
	 Preview PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Encouraging the participation of a diverse workforce in academia increases plurality as it broadens the range of skills, ways of thinking and experiences. Institutions and professional societies have been putting efforts on building plans that help make workplaces, conferences, education and extension programs more relatable to a highly diverse population. Argentina has an overall gender-balanced workforce in the sciences (~53% women/total), with an even higher representation in disciplines related to plant sciences. However, media outlets and national conferences related to genetics, botany, plant physiology, ecology and molecular biology, fail to reflect those numbers as the proportion of women invited for interviews, plenary lectures, and symposia falls below ~30%. As a way to increase the visibility of the wealth of plant science topics and experimental approaches in which Argentinian women work, and to facilitate connections among them across the country and abroad, we created the Argentinian Women in Plant Science network (https://argplantwomen.weebly.com/). This group has grown to over 200 members, representing a wide range of career stages and research topics. Since April, and taking advantage of the confinement situation, our weekly webinar series highlighting women plant scientists has reached an average audience of 60-70 participants, with a record of 100. Recently, we have begun a series of open professional development webinars to reach a wider public. Our first webinar, focused on Scientific poster design, had ~250 participants, most of them undergrad and graduate students from all over the country covering a diverse range of disciplines, including the social sciences. Even though we have immersed ourselves in the plant science community with our weekly seminars, we have expanded our goals with activities aimed to reach out to a much wider audience with webinars and teacher training workshops, hopefully making plant science more attainable to all.
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