






 

Supplementary Figure 2: A model for the evolution of germ layer segregation and 

gastrulation. A molecular asymmetry present in the unicellular last common ancestor of 

metazoans was co-opted as a scaffold to localize maternal Wnt pathway components regulating 

germ layer segregation and gastrulation to the animal pole in non-bilaterians. This scaffold was 

moved to the vegetal pole in the in the urbilaterian, triggering extensive body plan radiation in 

the bilaterian clade. 
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