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    Abstract
The trillions of microorganisms that live in association with the human body (microbiota) are critical for human health and disease, but there is a limited understanding of how cultural and environmental factors shaped our microbiota diversity through time. However, biomolecular remnants of the human oral microbiota - recovered from the calcified dental plaque (calculus) of our long-dead ancestors - are providing a new means of exploring this key relationship of our evolutionary history. Here, we correlate extensive experimental, archaeological, and biological metadata with 128 ancient dental calculus specimens from Medieval and Post-Medieval London, UK (1066 – 1853 CE). We identify a significant association between microbiota and oral geography (i.e. tooth type and tooth surface), which has confounded ancient microbiota studies to date. By controlling for oral geography, however, we identify the first associations between ancient microbiota and cultural and environmental signatures. We find significant links between ancient British microbiota structure and health, including skeletal markers of stress that may reflect low socioeconomic status. Furthermore, this study provides baseline data to explore factors that drive microbiota differentiation within and between ancient populations and highlights the potential of ancient microbiota to infer detailed health and sociocultural information about the past.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted June 11, 2018.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Supplementary Material 
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Biological and cultural drivers of oral microbiota in Medieval and Post-Medieval London, UK



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Biological and cultural drivers of oral microbiota in Medieval and Post-Medieval London, UK
    

  
      A. G. Farrer, J. Bekvalac, R. Redfern, N. Gully, K. Dobney, A. Cooper, L. S. Weyrich

  
      bioRxiv 343889; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/343889 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: LinkedIn logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Biological and cultural drivers of oral microbiota in Medieval and Post-Medieval London, UK
    

  
      A. G. Farrer, J. Bekvalac, R. Redfern, N. Gully, K. Dobney, A. Cooper, L. S. Weyrich

  
      bioRxiv 343889; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/343889 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Microbiology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5179)

	Biochemistry (11651)

	Bioengineering (8683)

	Bioinformatics (29027)

	Biophysics (14868)

	Cancer Biology (12003)

	Cell Biology (17275)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9368)

	Ecology (14090)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18211)

	Genetics (12188)

	Genomics (16710)

	Immunology (11798)

	Microbiology (27877)

	Molecular Biology (11487)

	Neuroscience (60516)

	Paleontology (449)

	Pathology (1860)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3216)

	Physiology (4918)

	Plant Biology (10342)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1678)

	Synthetic Biology (2869)

	Systems Biology (7318)

	Zoology (1635)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  