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    Summary
	NONEXPRESSOR OF PATHOGENESIS-RELATED (PR) GENES1 (NPR1) is the central regulator of salicylic acid (SA)-induced PR-1 gene expression and systemic acquired resistance (SAR). The mechanism how SA is transduced through NPR1 is discussed controversially. Previously, we showed that Arabidopsis and tobacco (Nt) NPR1 contain two domains in their C-terminal thirds with relevance to SA signaling. SA sensitivity of NPR1 relies on the arginine residue in the LENRV motif, and SA-induced NIM1-INTERACTING (NIMIN, N) proteins bind to a highly conserved sequence termed N1/N2 binding domain (BD).

	We demonstrate that LENRV and N1/N2BD regions of tobacco NPR1, separated from each other, interact in yeast, in vitro, in plant and in animal cells. Physical association of LENRV and N1/N2BD parts is enhanced considerably by SA and functional analogs, but not by a non-functional analog. Furthermore, physical association requires R431 and is most effective with intact LENRV and N1/N2BD interfaces.

	Association of separated LENRV and N1/N2BD parts by SA reconstitutes a functional NtNPR1 C-terminus, displaying transcription activity and able to interact with TGA transcription factors at two distinct sites.

	Tobacco NIMIN proteins can assemble LENRV and N1/N2BD parts into ternary complexes suggesting that NIMINs shape the NPR1 C-terminus to modulate SA signaling.
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