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    Abstract
Domain architecture – the arrangement of features in a protein – exhibits syntactic patterns similar to the grammar of a language. This feature enables pattern mining for protein function prediction, comparative genomics, and studies of molecular evolution and complexity. To facilitate such work, here we propose Regular Architecture (RegArch), an expression language to describe syntactic patterns in protein architectures. Like the well-known Regular Expressions for text, RegArchs codify positional and non-positional patterns of elements into nested JSON objects. We describe the standard and provide a reference implementation in JavaScript to parse RegArchs and match annotated proteins.

Footnotes
	
https://www.npmjs.com/package/regarch
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