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    Abstract
Welfare is experienced by individual animals, but the quantity and average quality of welfare an individual is likely to experience in their lifetime is bounded by population demography; namely, age-specific survivorship and the ecological forces that shape it. In many species, a minority of the individuals who are born survive to adulthood, meaning that the lives of those we observe in nature are often unrepresentative of the typical individual born into their population. Since only living animals are capable of experiencing welfare, lifespan is effectively an upper bound on the amount of affectively positive or negative experience an animal can accrue. Life history strategies that increase the probability of a long life are therefore more permissive of good welfare; but even holding life expectancy constant, specific patterns of age-specific mortality may enable a larger proportion of individuals to live through periods characterized by above-average welfare. I formalize this association between demography and welfare through the concept of welfare expectancy, which is applied to published demographic models for >80 species to illustrate the diversity of age-specific mortality patterns and entertain hypotheses about the relationship between demography and welfare.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Copyright 
The copyright holder for this preprint is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is made available under a CC-BY-NC 4.0 International license.


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    View the discussion thread.


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posted October 28, 2019.  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Email

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about bioRxiv.
NOTE: Your email address is requested solely to identify you as the sender of this article.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Accounting for demography in the assessment of wild animal welfare



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from bioRxiv



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see this page from the bioRxiv website.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


		  
		  
  
      
  
  
    

      
      Accounting for demography in the assessment of wild animal welfare
    

  
      Luke B.B. Hecht

  
      bioRxiv 819565; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/819565 

  
  
  


  


  
  



	  

	
  
  	
  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  

	
		  
	    
  
      
  
  
        
  


  
  



	  

	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      

      
      Accounting for demography in the assessment of wild animal welfare
    

  
      Luke B.B. Hecht

  
      bioRxiv 819565; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/819565 

  
  
  


  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



  
        Subject Area

    
  
  
    	Ecology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  

  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Subject Areas  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    All Articles  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Animal Behavior and Cognition (5102)

	Biochemistry (11453)

	Bioengineering (8534)

	Bioinformatics (28614)

	Biophysics (14686)

	Cancer Biology (11801)

	Cell Biology (17009)

	Clinical Trials (138)

	Developmental Biology (9239)

	Ecology (13932)

	Epidemiology (2067)

	Evolutionary Biology (18019)

	Genetics (12072)

	Genomics (16506)

	Immunology (11603)

	Microbiology (27452)

	Molecular Biology (11279)

	Neuroscience (59608)

	Paleontology (443)

	Pathology (1838)

	Pharmacology and Toxicology (3159)

	Physiology (4837)

	Plant Biology (10180)

	Scientific Communication and Education (1660)

	Synthetic Biology (2822)

	Systems Biology (7251)

	Zoology (1600)


  


  
  

  







  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
  
    
  
      







  